








So ht intr 











THE GHOST. 








N° XXVI. 


FairyLanp, WepnEsDay, Fuly 27. 1796. 





O! curashominum. O! quantum in rebus inane! 


PeRsivs. 








SIR, 


Larety addrefled you upon a graduation: a more gay fubjecd 
now employs my pen; not a trial of {kill in the healing art, but 


.a competition of the {peed of horfes, and the folly of men. The gaping 


multitude fympathife as much with the fwifteft animal, as they would 
be elated by a victory gained by their troops, in defence of the conttitu- 


tion of the country. My father had often told me of the frivolity of 


Europeans; but he gave me fittle information as to this mark of their 


civilization. I Mow find that tere are men whofe whole fortunes de- 


pend on the legs of a horfe, and who, to preferve the character of a 
man of fafhion, require little more than to crack a whip, and know the 
pedigree of quadrupeds. Some nobles cannot trace their own paren- 
tage above two or three generations; but know that of their horfes, 
even before they left Arabia. The chief utility of races, I underftand, 
is to preferve pure and unmixed the blood of noble animals; and 
in this they are diftinguifhed from common horfes, that the latter arc 
valued merely according to merit, without any regard to their family. 
As they only do the drudgery of cultivating the land, and not having the 
honour of appearing in the annals of the country, as caufes of the ruin 
of thoufands, their hiftory is not preferved. Thus the hero adorns the 
page of hiftory, when a more ufeful man is entirely forgotten. But 
there is an evident reafon for this neglect: the majority of men, as 
well as of horfes, are ufeful: the heroes of both fpecies are few, and 
of little ytility to fociety ; yet their being refpected by all clafles is fome- 
thing fo wonderful, that, were it not recorded minutely in hiftory, the 
potterity of men and horfes would hardly believe that ¢Lezr forefathers 
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i were the dupes of the moft infignificant of their tribes. Four men 
are employed to attend one race-horfe: their mafter will rather fuffer 





perfonal infolence from his fervant, than the flighteft rudenefs to 
the favourite beaft. Europe is certainly in a high ftate of civiliza- 
tion; and men of fafhion carry their philanthropic principles farther 
{ than any nation I know, except my own, where we have hofpitals for 
: the prefervation of birds and other anima s; and the furgeon receives 
high rewards for fetting the diflocated leg of a fparrow. A Chinefe 
Mandarin has fuch a religious regard for the brute-creation, which we 
4 conceive to be far happier than ourfelves, that he would flog a man to 
ie death for negic@ting the care of a favourite dog. We are al] agreed in 
if China, that the fouls of men, after leaving their bodies, retire to oc- 
| cupy that of fome animal. It is therefore evident, that he who has 
} 1 efteemed men more than animals will find but few friends among 
| brutes. I am furprifed that gentlemen of property in England do not 
pay more attention to the breed of that happy and merry animal the 
monkey, which one of our learned Mandarins has demonftrated to have 
’ the foul of the greateft heroes in the world. 
i When I firft went to the race-ground, I conceived that the running 
of horfes was the fole obje&t which the fpe@ators had in view ; but I 
foon found it to be otherwife. One part of the attendants were tra- 
ding, and their fpeculations occafioned a very quick circulation of fpe- 
cies, while the others ftopped all the time, only for the purpofe of fee- 
ing by what coloured jacket the race was won. One general purpofe 
was the difplay of equipages, and the jockeythip of connoiffeurs. Many 

attended for fear it fhould be thought they were not people of tatte ; 
: i and their prefence being a neceffary part of the duty of a citizen, it is an 
i excellent excufe for the idle, and to which the moft “eemapontaet occupa- 
B tions for the time muft give place. Ihave been informed of a phyfi- 
cian who refufed to attend a patient, till the more momentuous bufinefs 
of a race was decided. The Monarch and the Magiftrates equally pa- 
tronife and encourage this ufeful inftitution. I am not aftonifhed at the 
anxiety of the fpectators. Perhaps it arifes from the moft profound phi- 
lofophy and regard for mankind. The fate of whole generations may 
depend on the decifion of a fingle bet ; and a blunder between green and 
yellow may reduce the innocent children of a horfemonger to beggary. 
One comfort remains :—the fons being bred up in the knowledge of 
horfes, may acquire a livelihood in the capacity of grooms or coach- 
men. ‘The daughters, it is true, have not fuch a fine opportunity ; al- ; 
though generally bred to the office of hunters, cuftom has not hitherto = | 
i introduced them to the nurfing of horfes; but the young damfels ha- 
ving acquired the fcience of gambling, may be thus enabled to re- 
gain the fortunes their fathers have loft; or being initiated in the myfte- 
ries of the turf, and the {ports of the field, they may excite the vanity 
of men of fimilar capacities, who 4re proud to call a woman of fuch 
accomplifhments their wife. ‘The eafy and elegant freedom, too, which 
this education gives the Ladies, is a great advantage; and as the 
fair ones fo happily exhibit their equeftrian abilities in the {ports of the 
| field, why may they not alfo fhew their Amazonian feats on the turf? 
Surely women of fafhion and fpirit may find fervants to attend their | . 
| children and domeftic concerns. As I was defirous to be {killed 
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the ufeful art of Jockeythip, I attended a leture of an eminent Profeffor 
of the Veterinary art, who expatiated with great learning upon the fhoe- 


ing of horfes. Here again I faw the juft preference given to this noble 


fcience, over that of healing men. Three leCtures upon the nature and 
fhape of a horfe’s foot, and the art of making his fhoes, coft one 
guinea ; a four months courfe of an eminent Medical Profeflor is given 
for two or three guineas. 

One circumftance that occurred at the races rather furprifed me. I 
imagined that in this country there was a fufficient knowledge of Aftro- 
nomy, to calculate the changes of the moon, and times of the tide. 1 
iound, however, that from ignorance in this particular there occurred 
a very ferious miftake, which, while it was of advantage to me, as gi- 
ving me an opportunity to dine at the ufual Chinefe hour, before go- 
ing to the race, totally difconcerted the people of fafhion of Edin- 
burgh; many of whom having no appetites till fix or feven in the 
evening, and being at that time obliged to attend the morning’s diver- 
fion of the race, and afterwards the evening’s amufements of the Theatre 
and Affemblies, were ab{olutely deprived of their dinner for two days. 
But as I find from your correfpondent the Marquis, that the Profeffor 
of Aftronomy holds a finecure chair, I would humbly propofe, that he 
be hereafter employed to make the proper calculations for this national 
fport. In China, a Mandarin Aftronomer is appointed for the calcu- 
Jation of eclipfes; and, for any neglect of his duty, receives an adequate 
number of ftripes, by order of the mighty Emperor. 

One benefit from races I had almoft omitted, namely, to infpire a 
martial fpirit. ‘The warlike drum refounding every where through the 
Sands, encourages noble youths to join the ftandard of their country ; 
while ‘the art of jockeyfhip and running teaches that ufeful branch of 
Tatics which is the great criterion of a General. I had an opportu- 
nity of attending another inftitution for the increafe of courage and agi- 
lity, a competition between the Profeffors of the National Mufic; for 
fuch I was told was the exhibition to which I was carried; but judge 
iny aftonifhment, when, infteadof harmony, my ears were faluted with 
a horrid noife, which I can only compare to the {narling of a hundred 
dogs, while a number of men were emulous who fhould leap higheft, 
or put themfelves into the moft forbidding poftures. All this I was 
told was to infpire heroifm, and a love of their country; and the ap- 
plaufes and premiums beftowed on thofe who were moft happy in 
bringing forth the loudeft and moft difagreeable founds, and putting 
themfelves in the moft unnatural attitudes, have led me to a ferious 
inveftigation of the true nature of courage. I have no doubt but this 
practice originated in abfolute neceflity. The ancient Scots perhaps 
imagined, that no enemy could ftand founds fo horrid, and diftortions 
{o hideous. Thus the Brafilian fayvages, the Margajas, go to war, 
thcir bodies covered with the bones or their flain enemies; and on 
their approach to the foe, endeavour, by contortions, howls, and in- 
ftruments very much like the bagpipe, to intimidate their oppofers. 
‘There is a tradition in that nation, that they are defcended from one 
Morgan, (his name proclaims him a Welfhman), driven on their 


coaft, who introduced the national mulic of his country. This ufe of 
mufic 
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mulic, ftill preferved in that favage nation, but now not practifed a- 
mong the more civilized Highlanders, feems to prove my affertion ; 
and I have no doubt but even the ferocious French would fly before a 
corps of pipers and dancers of the Highland fling. I am fure it would 
fpeedily put to flight an Italian army. 

One other competition now going on deferves your notice, as it at- 
tracts that of the Public. It is between two jewellers, which of them 
fhall moft completely deform the external appearance of his fhop. The 
one feems at prefent to have the better, from a difcovery of a new 
fyftem of fhade in painting. The ornaments of the other's fhop being 
yet unfinifhed, J recommend to him to give the coup de grace to his 
rival, by gilding all over the elegant columns which he has erected. 

In China we have no national races, no competitions of bagpipes ; 
but our wife Emperor annually diftributes prizes to thofe who, in the 
arts, literary produCtions, or mechanical inventions, render the greatett 
utility to the empire. The orator, the poet, the hiftorian, each com- 
petes for the prize of merit. A Mandarin having attempted to intro- 
duce horfe-racing, cock-fighting, boxing, and bull-baiting, it was by 
the Supreme Council deemed to be fo flagrant an attack upon morals 
and common fenfe, that they all with one confent ordered him to be 
beheaded, as the enemy of virtue and his country. And ever {ince it 
has been a theme for the orators and poets, at our annual exhibition, 
to difplay the barbarity and immorality of thefe favage inftitutions, 
which, inftead of exciting courage, were by our Mandarins thought to 
be deftructive of it: mercenaries, who for trifies expofe their lives, are 
incapable of thofe feelings of patriotifm, that render the peaceable citizen 
invincible; and the familiarity with cruelty deftroys the germs of hu- 
manity in the breaft. The greateft cowards, fays Confutfe, are ever 
moft cruel. 


CHAM-PI-PI THE SON. 





I have received the Marquis L’Oifif’s card, that he is going to make an excurfion te 
Glafgow, and other parts in the neighbourhood ; his account of which I fhall be happy 
tw give to the Public.—Ludifa@tor on the art of making Plays will {peedily appear. 
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In No. XII. for Vortigern read Voltager. No. XXIV. p. 98. Fine 7. dele to the 
houfe. Line 14. for feté lege féte. Page gg. line 20. for disfiguring read disfgure. 
Line 32. dele the fecond are. 
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Sold by G. Mupre ann Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh; who receive Communica- 





tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addreffed to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 
alfo be had of Cameron AND Murpocn, Glafgow, and 5. Murray, Ruffel Court, 


London. 











